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¥1 zm distressed for thee,

LA B W %
tiv love to me was wonderiul,

A Priemd is one who is irbimsbtely known, respected, esteemed, snd loved by snother.
Friendship is the mubtuel attachment of twoe persons who are thus known and loved. Jeremy
Taylor said, "By friendship, I mean the grestest love, and the greatest usefulness, and the
most cpen commnicsbtion, and the hoblest sufferings, and the most exemplery faithfuvlness,
snd the severest truth, snd the heartiest counsel, end the grestest uniocn of mind of which
breve men snd women are capsble.” Chriet realized all the meenings and implications of
friendship. 5S¢ to Him frienmdship was of tremendous velue. In fact, ome of the ¥ery best
things in life is frienmdship. It mskes life for us rich and full, bright and joyous, tender
and sweeb.

T. The Feality Cf Friendship.

ieerc has well said, "Frienmdship is the only thing in the world concerning the usefuluess
6f which all merkind are epreed.”™ TFriendship iz the greatest boon of human circumsiances.
To know thet it iz a reality, we have only to consider:---

1., Our own exzpsrience

When we turm to our own personsl experience we know how true; how positively true,
this great fact is for every ome of us has friends, Friendship makes life for us
reslly worth living.

2o Our observation of others

When we leok at the lives of those sbou® us, and note the friendships that exist be-
tween them, it abundantly proves te us The realivy of friendship.

3, Our study of biogrephy

In this grest brench of literature, the reslity of frienmdship is revealed in a greet
wey. We have exemples enough when we mention Jolnson and Boswell, Scott and Lockhart,
Tennyson snd Arthur Hallem. When Mrs. Elizebeth Barrett Browning asked Cherles Kings-
ley once, "Tell me the secret of your life thet I mey meke mine besubiful too.” His
simple snswer was, "I have a friendl" That was the secrete--that made all the differ-
ence. Vapoleon said, "A feithfulofiiend is the true image of Deity." Constentius,
the fether of Constanbtine the Grest, said, ™y treasures are my friends.” A& briel
study of biography would revesl to ome the truthfulness of what Flavtus said, "Hothing
is there more friendly 4o & man than s friend in need."

4, Our study of the Bible

There are not a great meny friendships which have left ean abiding record inm human
merorTies. The world's later spez do rot furnish, so readily ss the egrlier ages, sX-
srples of a friemdskip bebween men hercic emough in force and beauty to make a mark on
a Wmen mimd. 5ti11, friendship rewsins a grest good emong hwmen goods, snd it is well
thet we should know the ssoret of it, and by what cars end art it cen be engendered and
preserved snd heightened. Therefore, it will not be amiss bo lock in the Bible et

two pictures which reveal the reality of friendship in en umisual Wey.

(1) The friendship of Jonathan for David.

Then the youthful David appeared before Saul after his deel with Goliath, he
atbracted the notice eand won the admiretion end love of the king's eldest son,
Jopethen, As David teld his story with the winring modesty of a2 boy who has done
a really brave thipg es & maiter of course and dislikes talking about it, we reed
thatfthe soul of Jomathern was knit with the soul of David, and Jonathen loved him



e
‘as his own soul.” It was e sudden friendship. Jonathen's friendship for Davids=—-

‘as Ssems bo have origiveted in sdwirstion
Devid was one of those Ulvinely fevored persomalities who irresistibly attrects
every one whom 1% touches in such & way that mo ome is sble to withsbeand it
charme The chivelrous vabture of Jonsthen fell abt once under the spell of the
heroic youth, lwmtroduced to him onder clroumstances so remerkable sud so romenbic,
They had nabursl affinities---youth, coursge, and falth in fod,
be Was very warm. Texbt. 1% was 0o mere formal business connscobion.
s cemented and conflrmed by pledges and compeots. T Som. 18:5-4; 20:18«17; 20:41-42
G ¥aa disinbereshed ‘
Jonslbhan was helresppavent to the throme, bul David had been ancinted king by Samuel,
The kingdom was to be teken from the house of Sanl, znd piven to the house of David.
Very naturslly, the young primes Jonathern might have felt first envy, znd then hstred
of David, who was Lo supplent him; Dot imstead of theb, he enid to Wim one day, very
tovehingly, "fhou shalt be king over Israel, smd I shall be nexdt unto thee.® There
was ne jealousy in his hearty; he was conbent be second where David was firsh, 23:17
He meant to be his friend, and his belper, teking Jov in sesing David wear the erown
which might have edornsd his own brows
€8s, Was shown by prescticel services
He interceded with his father repesbtedly for David, snd exposed himself thereby bo

b o m
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dma rom nis e warped Uavid of his father's deadly purpose.
viaited his fr he wes banished from bhe eourt snd when he was beinp pursued
by his relembl

iated

Te Was asgosd
Jongtharn hed s difficult part to play but he played 1t well. He was lovwing and devole

gd to Szul. &b ths same time he melnbained & warm friendshiy with Devid whose 1ife
Zaul sought to teke. Jonathan olung to David through pood and evil reporte When
Saul had turned sgsinst Bawdid and wos hunting him as & queil orn the mounteing, then
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it wes Jonathan's loyeliy svd courage that kept David from despeirings. Jonsbhen was
loyal to the core,.

ge Yins reoiprocsbed by David _
These twe souls wers knit together in their desives and motives ss the warp end woof
of & web. The Imitting bogether shows that the affection of David respondsd in full
meansere o the love of Jonethan, so that the vitel interssts of the one wers irber-
twined with the vital inberests of the other. ¥When Sevl and Jomathsn were bobh slain
cn one battlefield, David upited their memories in his elegye "Saul and Jomsthsn
were lovely and plessant in their lives, and in death thev wore ned divided.® David
seid, "I am distressed for thee, my brother Jonathan: very pleasant hast thou been
wto me: thy love to me was wonderful, passing the love of women,®

The friexndship of Jonethan and David embraced all that enters into ordimary friendship,--=-
apprecietion, love, confidence, tenderness, and fidelity.

(2) The friendship of Jesus for us.

Christ Jesus steands in the hisboriec sategory of friemdship. WNothing less than friend-
ship could authorize John's description of himself as "the disciple whom Jesus loved.”
His friendship for us iz wonderful iandeed, in its condescension, its sponbtansousness,
its disinterestedness, its sscrifices, ite services, and its bestowments, And His
friendstip for us never ends. He shows His friendship for us ip His forgivensss of us.
Fig forgivensss is as full ss it is free, and as free as it is full, However, cur Yashbe:
felt drawn to some more than to others, even though He loved all, Fe saild, "Ye are My
friends if ye dc the things which I commend thee.® To belong to thet privileged zroup,
to be sccounted ome of Chriast's friends is a signal honor, cerrying with it privilege
end powere. But it is also a position of resvonsibility. Friendship mesns mubual love
and servicesz Christ ils & faithful fricnd in every hour of need and time of distress.

1I. The Reasons For Friendship.

ls Our need of it
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Tvery men needs faithful friemds. It matters aot in what condition mem is found,
whether in riches or in poverty, whether ignorant snd rude or highly civiiized and
edueated, he needs the friendship of onme or mors of his fellow creatures. Friendship
is 2 necessity of our lives. :

Otherts need of it

In addition to supplementing the deficiencies of our own lives, friendship enables us
sheye whatever excsllencies we may have with others who realize theiyr deficiencles.

If others are o be heappy they must have friends toos Plavbus said, "Nothing is there
wore friendly o e man then a friend in need.” Another hes said, "4 friend in need is

Ce& friend indeed.”
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The will of the Lord

The Lord wants us to heve friends and be friends. Emerson said, "The omly reward of
virtue is virtue, the only wey to have & friend is to be ome.” If one desires te know
the sweeds of real friendship, he must be preparsd to be himself a real friemd. If
there is to be a genwine friendship, thers must be mubusl confidences, snd & mutual
recognition of excellencies. There is no friendship as fim and erduring as that
whieh is based upon doing the will of the Lord, who said, "Greater love hath no man
then this, that & man lsy down his life for his friends.”

I1I. The Recipe For Friendship.

1.

Ze

Openness of mind

A& true friend unbosoms freely, advises justly, assisbs readily, adventures boldly,
takes all patiently, defends couragecusly, and continues a friend unchengingly.

Freguency of conbact

A momentary conbact sometimes does, ss if by instinebt, suggest or even create a tie,

but that must be kept in good repair or it will evaporate. This need not slweys mean
meeting in en external way or in the flesh, it muy be of the mind end of the spirit.

But,; forgebfulmess is fetel Yo friendship.

3, Willingness to sympathize

4.

5e

All men are more or less dependent. The desirs for friendship arises im part from The
need of sympathy. Humsn sympathy is sm immense help in emabling one to meet the diffi-
culties, bear the trials, and do the work of & genuine Christien. In other words,
friendship seems as necessary an elemenk of s comforbable existemce in this world as
Pire or water.

Readiness bto aid

A true friend is one who loves us for whet we ares and is willing to help us foxr our own
sakes, A btrue friend is ready and willing to help us in time of need. He will mot try
to put us off with just a 1litile W gsyupathye

Doing things bogether

This cements friendship more than almost anybhing else. Even to play together makes
friends, Still more to work together, strive together, sacrifice Together, and suffer
together makes friends who are imseparzble. Dolng things together implies the umion
of hearts snd hends, comradeship in the commnon sims of 1life, mubual interest and ser-
vice., However, fidelity is am absolubte mecessity ln a true friend.

IV. The Rewards Of Friendship.




1e It brivgs comfort

e need sympathy, snd therefors we crave for friemdship. We czomot live a self-
cenbered 1ife without feelinpg that we are missing the true glory of 1life. A
friend mey plsy the part of a confessor and bring the reliefl, the sstisfactlon of
heart, and the moral strongth which belong to thaeb charseter. "Ho recipe openeth
& hesrs bub o true friend: to whom you mey impart griefs, joys, fesys, hopes, sus-
pvicions, counsels, awl whatsoever lieth upon the heart to oppress i, in a kind of
civil coafession,”

2s It zives cowsel

While friendship is balm to the wounded heart, it may also be light to the darkensd
enderstanding, snd that not merely becesuse & friend cen give homest snd vise counsel,
tub elso because the mere act of tallking to him clears wp menbal confusions and gives
clearness snd comsisbency to thought. It gives satisfmetion of the mind.

3. It provides comradeship

A friend is the best of 8ll comrades in the work end warfare of life, the most ser-
viceable, the most trustworthy, and the leest likely %o be deluded by irrelevant
considerationse Comradeship is one of the finest facts, snd one of the stronpgest
Forces in 1ife, Comradeship is & grest help to us in the difficulbies of life.

The very word friendship suggests help and sid in distress. Ho friendship is worth
the neme which does not elevate, end does nob contribube To nobility of conduelt =nd
to strength of charscher. It should give a new zest to duby, and 2 new inspiration
to Bll that is pood. Hothing is more delightful in this world thslt a true friend,
who is wise and good, who kindly receives and rebturns our affections, swd who is
frithiul to us in il of our true interests. Nake all the friends you cen. Tou
are rich in propcrition to the number of true snd falthful friends Thet you heve.

A FRITHD
wemeBdoar h. Guest

YA friend is one who stends to share
Your svery bouch of griefl and cars.

He eomes by chance, bub stays by cholce,
Your pralses he 1s guick to velce.

No grievous fault or passing whim

Can make an enemy of him,

And though your need be great or small,
His stremgth is yours throughout it all.

o matter where your path may turn,
Your welfare is his chief concern.
Yo matter what your dresm may be,

He prays your triumph soon o see.

There is 1o wish your tongue can tell,
But what it is your friemd's se well.
The life of him whe hes & friend,

Is doublewguarded to the end.”



